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Abstract  

The study aims to explore the impacts of the Homeland Security Act 2002 on the commercial 

aviation industry. To achieve the objective of the study, a literature analysis was conducted with 

a focus to provide historical context and insight into the Act's importance during the period of its 

enactment. The findings of the analysis are being utilized to provide the analytical and accurate 

depiction of information, concerning the impact of the Homeland Security Act 2002 on the 

aviation industry. Also, the final discussion depicts how the Homeland Security Act led both 

commercial aviation and the country's economy in today's era. Finally, the conclusion ensures to 

answer the research objectives with authentic and appropriate information. 
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After the incident of 9/11, it had become crucial for the government of the United States to 

ensure security nationwide, and protect the aviation industry from further such attacks. Thus, the 

U.S. Congress enacted a new Act on November 25, 2002, as Homeland Security Act, intending 

to ensure security to everyone in the United States (Guiora, 2014). Now, the current study aims 

to investigate the impact of the Homeland Security Act in 2002 on the aviation industry of the 

United States at the time of enactment, and its impact on today's aviation industry of the United 

States.  

The Homeland Security Act of 2002 

 Before going into the details, it is crucial to understand the historical perspectives of the 

Act. On September 11, 2001, the terrorist group "Al Qaeda" hijacked four passenger planes, and 

coordinated the suicide attacks against the Pentagon in Washington D.C. Out of these planes, 

three attacked the World Trade Center, and the fourth one missed its point, after which crew and 

passengers attempted to regain their control (History, 2019). However, these attacks were the 

great evil of history and left the worst psychological impact on the people, and thus proved to be 

the greatest challenge to commercial aviation of the United States. Thus, the incident forced 

Congress to think again regarding aviation security protocols and make sure that such incidents 

will never happen again (Kahan, 2014). Thus, in response, Congress passed the Homeland 

Security Act, which was signed by President George W. Bush in November 2002.  
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Importance of the Homeland Security Act 

 The Homeland Security Act worked as the most important legal action, taken by the US 

government. The Act created a Department of Homeland Security, with the mission to prevent 

terrorist attacks in the United States and minimize damage in the recovery of a terror attack. It 

also aimed to monitor connections between terrorism and illegal drug trafficking. To fulfil its 

objectives, the Department of Homeland security had other organizations, such as US Coast 

Guard, Federal Emergency Management Agency, and Transportation Security Administration 

(LeMay, 2018). Along with this, the Act also created the cabinet-level position, which provided 

the authority to the secretary for the investigation and prevention of terrorism-related attacks. 

Long Term Impact of the Homeland Security Act 

 As the study aims to analyze the impacts of the Homeland Security Act 2002 concerning 

the US aviation industry, it is crucial to investigate how it affected the commercial aviation of 

the United States (Kaplan, 2006). The Act was established to deal with terrorism in response to 

9/11, therefore its major focus was to keep the airlines protected from hijacking and terrorism 

attacks. For this purpose, the Act along with Transportation Security Administration imposed 

some security restrictions at the airport, including screening of passengers' baggage, security 

checks through metal detectors, x-ray checks, and explosive detection procedures. Such 

measures were taken to prevent any bad incident during the flight. Also, the Act prohibited the 

passengers to keep any sharp or explosive equipment during the flight. These measures improved 

Airport security and made the flights more protected (Lawrence, 2015). Also, it gave passengers 

the confidence to travel without fear of being hijacked or any kind of terror attack. 



4 

 

 Another major impact of the Homeland Security Act is the implementation of digital 

security systems at Airports and other important platforms. The police check and screen the 

faces of the people and match them with the already existing criminal database. In case any 

match is found, the person is required to prove his/her identity. Though it also brings several 

barriers for innocent individuals, and sometimes system mistake leads to the detection of wrong 

faces, but overall this system has led to the improved security system (LeMay, 2018). Moreover, 

it restricted the airlines to submit their passengers' list along with details to prevent any 

unauthorized hijacking of the aircraft. With such measures, air travel has become the safest, and 

it also gave a great boost to the economic situation of the U.S. commercial aviation industry. 

Conclusion 

 The literature analysis made it clear that Homeland Security Act 2002 was the greatest 

action taken by the government of the United States, in response to the 9/11 incident. The Act 

created a Department of Homeland Security, with the mission to prevent terrorist attacks in the 

United States and minimize damage in the recovery of a terror attack. It also aimed to monitor 

connections between terrorism and illegal drug trafficking. To fulfil its objectives, the 

Department of Homeland security had other organizations, such as US Coast Guard, Federal 

Emergency Management Agency, and Transportation Security Administration. It improved the 

airport security measures and enabled the security authorities to have more checks over the 

passengers before they travel in the aircraft. Such measures were taken to prevent any bad 

incident during the flight. Also, the Act prohibited the passengers to keep any sharp or explosive 

equipment during the flight. These measures improved Airport security and made the flights 
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more protected. Moreover, it restricted the airlines to submit their passengers' list along with 

details to prevent any unauthorized hijacking of the aircraft. Thus, the implementation of the 

Homeland Security Act 2002 proved to be a better action towards U.S. commercial aviation 

industry and security to the airline passengers. Especially, in the current era, when the United 

States is dealing with strong enemies, protection to commercial aviation is a must. 
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